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80 Years Caring For Our Armed Forces
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Everyman’s Welfare Service has 80 years under its belt

The Australian Women’s Weekly of proudly caring for our past and present serving troops

Wed 25 Jun 1958 Page 29 and their families. Our National Headquarters is based

at Gaza Ridge Army Barracks, Bandiana in Victoria.
The Everyman’s Reps (men and women) are a breed of
their own, traditionally since WW2 they have donated their
effort unpaid, knowing their greatest benefit to the
Australian Defence Force is time and genuine care they
give to our troops and their families.

sparitual

The conception of the Everyman’s Welfare Service (EWS)
was a natural outgrowth of two Christian Organisations, “The City Men’s
Bible Class’ (CMBC) meetings held at “The Tea Rooms’ Melbourne in 1929
where Rev C.H.Nash taught. These meetings drew several hundred young
Christian businessmen who every Monday came together for fellowship,
instruction in Godly living, discipleship
and evangelism.

At the conclusion of one of these Bible classes, on 23rd January 1936
twenty-seven young men, full of fire and the Holy Spirit went back to Mr
Leonard Buck’s (The founder of EWS) business showrooms in Flinders
Lane, Melbourne. There they discussed a God birthed desire to reach the
unchurched of their city for God and how to start
a movement that would implement the Goldly principles they had been
learning from Rev Nash. They commenced praying for guidance.

All these enthusiastic young men including Buck virtually were the lay
leader of the interdenominational evangelical Christianity in Melbourne
during the 1930’s. From that meeting with Buck ‘Campaigners for Christ’
was born. But what made this cluster of young businessmen unique was
the fact that they made their money not for the sake of making money or
for personal gain, but to finance various Christian enterprises to which they
had committed themselves.

Through its exceptional background and conception
Everyman’s has bonded with, been blessed by, been supported
by and worked with just about every denominational church
in Australia (Uniting/Methodist, Baptist, Church of England,
Anglican, Presbyterian, Brethren, Catholic, Full Gospel
churches, ADF Chaplains & Salvation Army.

Many Christian Organisations have also partnered with EWS,
including World Mission, Bible Society, Billy Graham Crusades,
Nurses Christian Union, The Aust Evangelical Society,
Aust Young Peoples Mission, United Missions Institute,
Youth for Christ and The Campaigners for Christ.

Everyman’s Welfare Service

a company limited by guarantee
National Headquarters PO Box 8

02 6055 2988 BANDIANA MILPO VIC 3694
admin@everymans.org.au www.everymans.org.au




OUR FOUNDING FATHER-Mr LEONARD E. BUCK

(Born in Melbourne 1906)

His early years 1927-1938 as a Young Evangelist

Leonard (Len) E. Buck had been powerfully converted to Christ in 1927 at a Methodist Local
Preachers’ Holiness Convention held in the Auburn Methodist Church in Melbourne. He
surrendered his life to Christ for Holy Spirit guided service and this profound commitment laid the
basis for his life work as a major Australian evangelical lay leader.

He was involved with Christian outreaches involving Young People in Australia and overseas before
being involved with ‘Campaigners for Christ’ Ministry. God has gifted him with a heart for
the unsaved and burden for evangelism, so they may know Christ

THE METHODIST MEN 15TH MARCH 1939

METHODIST MEN

There left Bwilney by the as
Mannganui** for New Zealamd on
Friday, Tth March, a greop of five
men—four Vietoriana amd one Sonth
vostralian,  These men constitnte a
a temm whe have for
Aheir  alijective  the
calallishment of a
inymen’s  fellowship
in the I iniom
similar to that now
pulsating  in  the
varions eapital cities
of  Australin, They
have gone at the invitation of some
of the laymen of New Zealand, From
time fo  Lime  visitors  froem fhe
Pominion have rome inte contael with
one or other of the power house
groups in Australin, amd so impress-
el have they heen with the rielngss
wf the fellowship enjoved and the de
velopment of spiritual foree  engen-
dered by smoeh fellowship, that they
kave expressed fhe  wish  that il
movement might extend to New Zea-
Iand.

RBome montha ago Colonel J, 10, Bed.
heras, MLA, of Vietoria, one of the
leaders of the Melbourne group, re
veived a request from Mre, 10 1, Mowr-
ant, of Wellington, that a team of

men would "go arross and  eonduct
meetings along lines familine to thoss
whe have experienced the convention
mectings of any of these States.

It was not easy for Mr. Metheras
to gather together a band of men able
to undertake a mi=sion invoelvieg, ns
it does, a somewhat expensive jour-
ney, and a stay nway from the dofics
of home, church, and bosinesa for at
lenat six wesks,

But the Colonel, realising the mag-
nitunde of the apportunity, pegged
away, sending orgent pleas to the
men of Adelaide, Bvdney, Hobart, and
Prishane, and eventually saeeeeded in
huilding up a team conmisting of Mr.
Will Burck, Mr. Leonard Buck, and
Mr. Eddy, of Melbourne, and Mr. E.
K. Mitehell, of Adelaide. These were
the men who, with himself, were
farewelled in SBvdney on Friday Inst
by some of the hrethren of the Byd-
rney Federation.

Those who know Colonel Bethoras
and the other men of the team, know
that they will hear a eonvineing wit-
risd jo the power of (ol in their own
lives, aml to the triomphs of graee
in the lives of sn0 many men now en-
joving the conscious witness of the

Hpirit to their Sonship with o,

MELBOURNE HERALD
28TH JUNE 1934

UNITED YOUTH MOVEMENT

Another Campaign Launched

The Urted Youlh Mavement will be-
wn ite VU3 Juncheon-heur services on |
'Einhnl-,t Jul ‘h

w aprakers for the month will be Lhe

Rev. W 1) duck-
E-II‘L of the EFI“"H
Streel nptint B
Chireh, the e -
J K Rulwrizan » 1
*n e e Poea-

IviFrian  nonisien

1 Leoneid .- .
Buck, the organis- ,
ing secrolary, wnd
M: S P Wal-
RLIL T {TRE

M Rl st son
will speak m the
Asaemibly Hall
Colline Strest, on
Jli'hr ﬂll Tt :';r
olher  Three
diewws will ba m Kev. J".'-'nmﬂ'
ihe Cenitral Hall,
Lantle Callineg Stpeel 2

Liss?! vemur Trom 98 1o Bl voung men
sl women attended syme these ser-
sioes, wnd fhe sick i the hospitals and
susniry ity i

ADELAIDE 24TH MARCH 1937

NEWS IN BRIEF

Youlh Leader,

to 2 pm. Mr. Buck visiting Ade-
inlde his wav to speak at & Christian
Yﬂlﬂ:n at Victor Harbour
during Easter.

SYDNEY HERALD 10 JUN 1936

Mr Leonard E. Buck, of Melbourne, w
visiting Sydney for the Christlan Conve
wil give an address at Ashfield Presbyt
Churcel to-morrow morning

ot from ‘The Methodist’ 23rd May
En.it:d Intercession E-:M«:a

Sydney United Intercession Service on May 27 and June 3, this
worldwide service will hold its thirteenth anniversary, the
requests for prayer that have reached it from the different
States of the Commonwealth and New Zealand, and from South

Africa, America, China, Great Britain, and from other parts of
the world.

On the 2Tth May the service is to be broadcasted by 2CH, and
the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Jerusalem is to be the speaker. Those
whe are to take part this' year are the daunghter of the late
General Booth, founder of the Salvation Army; Rev. E. E.

Shelhamer, of Los Angeles; Rev. W. F. Betts, and Mr. Leonard
E. Buck, of Melbourna.

Other branches of this service are the Businessmen's Bible
Class held in Tea Rooms, George Street, Sydney, every Moanday
night. The service is entirely dependent upon the freewill
offerings of God's people, there are no financial backers, and no
debt is incurred. An appeal is made to God's people to assist in

its mn.ih

tenance in all departments as above stated.
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BIRTH OF EVERYMAN’S WELFARE SERVICE
Its Goal...‘Welfare with Purpose’
“To Provide Pastoral and Social Care for Service Personnel’

Len Buck was thirty-three years old with a wife and four children in September 1939 when World
War II broke out. He was determined to do something for God during this time as the leader of ‘The
Campaigners for Christ’.

Everyman’s Welfare Service was conceived as an offshoot of Campaigners for Christ in late 1939
after Buck requested the Minister for Air to grant permission to use a Military building at the Show
Grounds as an Everyman’s Welfare Hut. He desired to address the Spiritual and Welfare needs of
Australian military personnel... ‘Welfare with a Purpose’ is what he called it.

He informed the Minister the Everyman’s Hut would provide pastoral and social care for service
personnel. The Australian Defence Force recognized his request, authorising it for welfare work and
it became the first Everyman’s Hut in history.

The Defence chiefs also recognized Buck as the first Chief Commissioner of Everyman’s. The
difficulty of these early negotiations with the Aust Defence Department should not be minimized,
as it took patience, persistence and prayer by Buck and his Campaigners before official recognition
came.

Buck wanted an organization that would be more outspoken, aggressive in its gospel witness in its
welfare role among the troops; Buck’s plan needed more prayer, more money, plain hard determination,
and organization.

During Campaigners for Christ first discussion on the formation of Everyman’s in 1939, Buck
at that meeting of the executive council expressed a wish ‘“That we should do a work of a definite
evangelistic character among the soldiers’.

== = s ——— = -

Leonard Buck was the founding Chief Commissioner of Everyman’s Welfare
Service which began with the RAAF in Melbourne in 1939. Len, as hoe was
known to staff and friends, managed to gain permission to go to the Malay

Peninsula to provide comforts, literature and Christian witness to
alth military personnel. Len was able to purchase and fit out a
n. (the first Everyman’'s brew truck) suited for the purpo=e of
porting the troops. He was given an honorary commiasion and attached o
AF Headquarters Far East. As the Japanese advanced down the peninsula,
continued to serve in Singapore. When it became apparent that Singapore |
s about 1o fall, Lan was |Daded, together with his vehicle on the “Empire
3tar”, the la: hip out. As they left Singapore harbour, the ship was attacked
by Japan : aircraft which +d in the Everyman’s Brew truck being
destroyed. Unfortunataly Len atant, an RAF airman was killed In the
attack. On returning'to Australia, n arranged to mest notable people in
pital Cities and was given mayoral receptionse. He enthuseaed leaders of
hurches to get behind supporting our troops. Everyman’s centres weare
ablished for servicemen and women in each capital clty as well as on
establis is throughout the nation. To this day Everyman’s Welfara ||
co ramains committed te serving our Defence personnel and allies, still
following muech of the examp hat L Buck sel from Everyman’'s earliost
voars durtng e acond Warld War.

Plaque at EVERYMAN'’S Head Quarters Dedicated to Leonard E. (Len) Buck
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THE EVERYMAN’S MINISTRY
Founded on Missions, Prayer and Evangelical Outreach
Clippings Taken from Australian Newspapers 1939-1949

THE MELBOURNE ANGUS MAY 1939

Ppp—— Protest At Police Action

SAK—FINISH A GREAT DAY WELL—LISTEN IN| | STREET MEETING OF ‘CAMPAIGNERS

LEONARD E BRUCK

IAE—BUNDAT, MAY 1L I pE-ILLE pE = FOR CHRIST’ MOVED DN

EII._I-I. It__i_!.l__l!'_lllh. (To The Editor).
AL wCE-Eoy R FEApEE EEETNG
Thae president i3 the chief apprais- jn no wiceriain terms. Qur protest is
T B SRR SN, M pe in the government wool scheme, & based on the fact the British Con-
wice-president ia an architect who i8 gtitutional Law permits and welcomes
WINNEIDAY. MAY 17, 1 pa. w 100 pa. called on in many government schemes the preaching of the Gospel mnd onm
s ANFAGKIRS FON CREINT for eonsultations. One of the patrons the fact that we are fAghting today

£ the chairman of the Legislative for democraey —freedom for the best
Council and the other is a lemding things. One of the maost cbviouas lb-
THE ARGUS MELBOURNE FEB 1943 Melbourme businessman and & member erties of British democracy and Chris-

“E“FERYMAN'S CAMPMGN" of the Adr Board, !tian liberty iz hereby assailed. There

The Southern Command, recognis fs nothing more neceseary in the life

— » - 0h Ing the valuable worth when they saw of the nation than the preaching of
ASSEMBLY HALL, COLLINS STREET. it, have just granted permission Lo the Gospel,
TONTGHT,. AT 8 PM. srd Nexl Week as foflows the campaigrers Lo erect two plnrl.l-! We naturally feel that if courtesies

TUES. #3rd; WED. Tdih; THURS., #5ik; BAT. ZTik.

ions at two new camps, ong st Done- and liberties which are rightfully our
EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS.

gille and the other at the Darley should, in the whirl and discipline of

Speaker - - - Mr. LEONARD E. BUCK military camp. 'city life, be permitted without moles-
Who wes 5 Wellare Officer with Lhe RAPF mu For fourteen yesrs we have besn iation a progressive country towm,
¥ Malays mnd Hirgapaors doing open alr work in the heart of with such a falr name as Shepparton,

the city, where thove is much traflic shoull see to [b that such proper li-
SYDNEY MORNING HERALD FEB 1945 and mostly lorgpe erewds of pedple. bérties should mot Le so rudsly and

We howe from time to time, inter- unrightecusly challenged —Yours, etc,

THIRD viewed the Chief of Police regarding. LEONARD E. EUCK,
LAUNCESTON INTERDENOMINATIONAL this work, and Generasl Blumey, vew  Londer of Visiting Team “Campaign-
MISSIONARY CONVENTION in charge of the Australian Forees in|ers for Christ.”
OPENING DAY TO-DAY 1 1] |Eevpt, guve us active and sympathet-
s pum Y, MISSION HALL — FREDERICK 5T. ﬁ,ﬂppﬂﬂﬂi;ﬂﬁnm;‘%mﬂ:eg
4 pm—Young Iw-":ll'd-:uu Mra B A Colling groatest '“EMW to lawlessness in| THISIS A GREAT
835 B m—Basket tea and Trs Table Fellzwiiip ) the eommunity. This has always besn
138 Bm_Sons servics. COMBINED YOUTH RALLY the attitude of the responsible re- ARTICLE WRITTEN
CaLd By rementpki af the law.,
MR- LEONARD BUCK. recentty rewurncd from sur- | | P80 M0 tora \rigog‘:ﬂs}" protest BYBUCKTO THE
INTEREST FOR YOUNG — INTEREST FOR OLD. ; tl el r eppartan
SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY, ;E:E;“‘n,:; ?: ::;ufng ::nE:c%iﬂtnut NEWSPAPER LATE
f reason whils ¢ ng_ &
SYDNEY MORNING HERALD FEB 1945 g.;;ﬁ Spen mir meeting o Saturdsy | 1940...COMPLAINING

You are velcome 1o a'1end & Praver TN |oism, e, o, contescsiog, 2o, iian| HOW POLICE ‘MOVED
ing &t 4¢ Bligh B, EVERY PRIDAY NIQHT | fuore swoy from the ooy besn|  ON’ HIS ‘STREET
(tem 7 40 9 o'cleck, Hall-night of Praver neat | 70 s o Gt sni eedecy | GOSPEL OPEN AIR
Prday, 100N (nal, Pray for "BYESYBAR'S"| |ESeH a intent crowd which |  MEET’ WITHOUR
Wellare Contree and Hula 1 the Campe, | | Sowa"cxoreamea o wa weic] CAUSENOR REASON...

izapproval Al the action of the polics,

COURIER MAIL BRISBANE FEB 1946 ADELAIDE ADVISER JULY 1940

ETHREN. Gospel Hall, Clayfield
tram tlerminus. below ralway gates,

_ THE MELBOURNE AGE
Al conduct a brief series of evan- NEWS Sept 1943

listic meetings, startng tonizht in

Wﬂ”h% 10.4> a.n.., Sunday School 2.45
p.m, ¢ Gosprl will be preached at 7
p.m. by Wellare Officer Gordon Blalr,
My only pica, Christ _died for me.”
Wednesday night, Mr. Blair,

s (‘hlurc'l. Ir'hurh;- -1r-tﬂ iil" 8 To-| | Flabby Christians
morrow he will speak i the o] st Gruot saying that “You
hurches In g: morning al Woodville m'}‘&:tq::w:bﬁr k-
[ternoon al Prospect North, and even- b N el of
w at Maughan Central Misston On| | Aioors’ Theclogical’ doliege. Sya-
Monday at 110 nm he will address DEY. Speakin "‘é:“?.“.h lr.unm:
tudents at the University. and _the| || f204s] meeting ot Campaientry
lipding nveet ing will be htld in Beots mtin's flabby Decauss thers

| BT to be no challrnge In
|their Uwvea or in Lheir Lneas
Can H

1200 attend Everyman’s Conference
OCT 1944 SYDNEY MORN HERALD

CAIRNS NTH QLD YOUTH FOR CHRIST | &isa fo iaeniity fimaelt with an
. [ ¥
EVEIRIYATIAN'S WELFARIC | ¢eyanisation like this which pub-
bz = - — and courageously lenged
L i Dl S0 N 5 £ LB Db T B el Arrangemenis are well in hand for the !hrﬂr;:mft evil, -'n!umu-;uu-
Y P { e eI satmpyding the m of the Cauinw “Youth for '_'I.lhl.uﬂ\-ﬂ“?‘.mlh‘llnluu. Prople
nroual  ovecling  of Evorymans  Wel- Christ” movement with the Austnlis were ;lem hoping thai educa-
* 11T L the Asscmmbily  Faill wide for Christ® Associa- s l"’"« ulﬂ;%ﬂ: L
wlamriosi et  Btrdel aF . Sepparadsy miele tion and & “mw | ledge, or ‘bﬂ.’ftl‘lﬂlﬂfll study
“Thee cenire im spoansored by the Cwan - the warrivel from Melbourne of thest | change this old world and
pha by TRegs  Ear  Charist remove from it the blighting in-
Arelvislung B oewil e e n'[‘r*l-?_:*ﬂl Director (Mr. Leorard § |tﬂm.1‘:r rn:ln'l. NII'Irlfull‘ﬂh Jbut
wln Ly Llae L T W Tmr §(rogm ryvismlzesr n ﬁ.'- in “! nexl tra weeks hey e ways [a >
- f ¥ v el S :
et ::;E.'-"if:...:ﬁf_-r':?rn:: ': '” .:: It w hltfuul the new name of “Cam- _E'h'rf-‘tzﬂa:"fﬁiﬂné"--.:::;t"dﬁ;
YT = a e ST =rn e i Rad = ! paigners for Christ™ which 5 ap inter- tedd At L Al & or Chod|
R el L Lot i | Almighty, and that Jesus Christ
A nnas o Horvice camps ":'rhm--- church movement, will be more indics- | || Sas She :i{i salvauon T was
weee R welfars [=lal s b 2o -2 LRL ¥ tive that m M I'-“!M ™ fﬂ' & mElAAEE L] i# POEeT
o o I ik JRNL it - — Ood alone could do and did do.
e pAve thoir seretces fres the old as well as the young | s




EVERYMAN’S FIRST MOBILE CANTEEN (BREW TRUCK)
1941-2020

BANDIANA 2018

In 1941 BUCK whilst at Darwin urgently requested permission to embark on an Everyman’s mission
to visit British troops in Malaya. He also somehow secured permission to take
a three-ton Ford truck that he had bought and converted into a Mobile Canteen in Darwin and an assistant
to travel with him to the war zone.
Buck’s warmth and empathy for people and his genuineness in personal communications appealed
to Military Officers, right up to the top Command. His stature and upright manly bearing both in body
and speech won for him and his organization, the respect and approval of the military command structure.
Buck sailed from Darwin in November 1941, where he carried on a ministry of comfort, welfare, and
Christian witness among Allied troops in Malaya and Singapore under the most hazardous conditions,
before he departed, Buck established two Everyman’s Hut in Darwin.

Ext GIPPSLAND TIMES
Nov 1941-Appre By Military MELBOURNE ARGOSS 10 MAR 1942

airaoraar || TWILIGHT IN SINGAPORE

BT A
By MR mm-— 14! lm.. MARCH 11.

Important Welfare Work Katint Bekals ot i’ i A PORCE b gt Ihe- S-cotiicy
M obl antern

lﬂlluudnwnull al I'Mlll Hlimm
X evacuation last alr-sombing, be described
o e i bt e .r- metting 16 :g.m" by Cam H‘H' Christ, 388 rnniqn Lane, C.1.

b Dmportant work  Ieing  done
ativeng the prooges jo e brainiun g,

= that of the Campmigpers  far
Clirt=t.” an Interstate groap of s
meEs ey W ha vnasaged in W‘-l-

fare work amous the ALF, and the
KA AF. Patrons are the Archbislhogp
of sudney,  Dir, Mowll, amd the Hon,
W Il Eidgar, M 1.0 The I'resident
of *he Campaizpers for Chrisr 48
% . A rwmin b e of Australin’s
besling wasol leniy o=, The Viee Presi-
ieviis ars Bew, it 1L Xash, M.A,
Willim HTTE S Fartan, nwd A B
Ferie=tion, FOLVLA, vie  of Mel-

Tapppris & Joamding ireligtes-gs
For ot years they have hnd s

vepghiding @t the Shaw  (irouiuds for
thie  apresdips of  the iiospel of
Chiri=t, ddurimz Shew  wesk Wiren
e  Wilr  otilne thwy  rurnea  Lhis
Vagkblinng jetee o comforialle and well
eorripged ronn. tnow bleh members of
(T oA ALl TER | sy Tie] Tefnire

1960-1975 AT 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE (1ATF) BASE AT NUI DAT
Two unidentied soldiers, probably from 2RAR/NZ, playing snooker
on a billard table inside the building operated by the
Everyman’s Weflare Service (EWS) as a recreational facility for troops

livars s, more impartant <till, hear
the zsospel of Jeaus Christ This= ',.n.l!
thern 19 see the neod of o live Chria-
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1941 THE BEGINNING OF EVERYMANS OVERSEAS MINISTRY
‘Buck placed 200 Gospel/Christian tracks on a table for the troops,
all went in a few minutes’..

After arriving in Malaya Buck’s attempt to establish an Everyman’s Hut near the RAAF aerodrome
at Khota Baru in Malaya was thwarted by the Japanese invasion December 1941. His life was constantly
in danger as he stopped his Mobile Canteen (Brew Truck) alongside the road to dispense hot tea,
biscuits, and snacks to the retreating men. He also placed copies of the Gospels and New Testaments,
and evangelistic booklets on tables beside his mobile canteen.

At one time he placed 200 Gospels/ Christian literature on a table, ‘all went in a few minutes; the
supply was replenished’. Again, the literature was rapidly taken, Buck would often talk with Australian
troops well into the night, discussing the situation in which they found themselves as well as and
spiritual matters.

Japanese air attacks increased as the Allied columns approached Singapore, Buck with them. After
they reached Singapore concentrated bombing of the city began, which Buck described as ‘a terrible
time’. The Japanese controlled the skies and sent bombers over Singapore in waves of twenty- seven
at a time, several times a day, leaving destruction in their wake.

Finally, on the evening of 11 February 1942 the Allied High Command gave permission for sixteen
vessels to leave Singapore. The ships left the harbour, however all but two were sunk. Buck was on
board the ‘Empire Star’ that escaped Singapore with 2,160 people on board, 1,845 being military
personnel plus 199 civilians and crew.

Jap planes located the ‘Empire Star’ 9:00 am 12 February bombing and strafing it for the next six
hours. An Army nurse aboard told how at one stage the bombing was so intense that the ship seemed
‘to jump out of the sea’. There were at least three direct hits, any of which might have sunk the ship.
The ship’s captain Selwyn A. Capon called this ‘a miracle’ and he attributed the ship’s escape to ‘the
mercy of Providence’.

The ship fought back with machine guns and small arms fire. In the end thirteen men lost their
lives during the bombing and another thirty-seven were wounded. Buck later told that shrapnel had
hit him, but tiny splinters had embedded themselves in a copy of a Robert Laidlaw booklet titled “The
Reason Why’ which Buck carried in his shirt’s top pocket.

MELBOURNE HERALD APRIL 1942 MEL;;‘;‘;‘;"I’f fﬂ;“w EMERALD HILL SEPT 1945

TOWN HALL - ALL ARE

BATTERED IN MALAYA PRAYER SERVICE : '
o w:l'fmﬂ.'“ '[?:Il'z:im r:ﬂm . gl Ty

Bervices will be held o the Mel-
(B Tewr Hal! tamsreia  Frog)
[330 w 1% pm  Mr Edgar
MILC ., =i preadr

Al 15 Mr Leotiard Bl w

: " Latter Days
CAMPAIGN

Welfare Officer’s Story Of
Canteen’s Adventures

HW the swiftness of war developments tramsformad plams

for welfare huts into thess for mobile conteems, and how
ong such canteen, bombed and battered by Jspamese achion,
survived o serve Air Foree needi in Malays and, after the fall

commencing mexi SLINDAY

Ristrrrieg W A1 s
Ty WREROH Mr W Raberis wd
e & {he mrEiss megan

The serviem. whkiy will o0 he
roery Wadiweday, nave bAemooar
rangtd BY 1w Dwvs of Prate
Capnell e Cosrril of ©

of Singapore, to accompany evacuated airmen to Batavia and LEORAKD BUCK Churehes In Vietn d
thence to Austraia, was told in an interview in Hobart yesterdiy Campu gners for Chrise "
HOBART MERCURY 1941 Intercessory Prayer Meet ‘PRAYER WITHOUT CEASING’
Speaker Mr Leonard Buck

e e o e

LACK OF LEADERSHIP BRISBANE COURIER MAIL DEC 1942
.

Cause Of Britain’s Loss yrT= INTERCESSORY SEAVICE
Of Shnm HELD EVERY WEDNESDAY IN

THE CIMY HALL
. declared Mr. Leonard E. Buck, From 123 to ] 43 pm. Send praycr roquesis and praue noles fo 3&1 George

wellure ofloer with the FLAF. in Maluys, in an ndd by n i crtrance meell

S e e T L = T, e T Sueet. or place e N 'WiTHOUT CEASING © . " v

as well as military call to Bghi Lo (e lasl d and I Bpcaker hext woek, MR LEONAND E. BUCK, Hon Direclor Campalgners
Ilhlr—r.rl-llhhll.h with Brithsh tradi- far Christ. Melb




EVERYMANS HUTS ESTABLISHED THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA
1941-2020
Albury, Cairns, Melbourne, Brisbane, Redbank, Bonegilla, Bandiana,
Atherton, Sydney, Darwin, Wagga, Canberra....

The backdrop of a war in which a Japanese invasion of the Australian homeland seemed imminent were
major factors for Buck and his associates to provide Everyman’s services in as many Aust Army camps as
possible.

After much prayer, the Campaigners began to collect funds to launch their new enterprise, they made
presentations and took free will offerings in the various local churches that they attended. Buck was fearless
in his approach to high-ranking military brass when it came to secure a place for Everyman’s on or around
military posts.

For example, following his return from Singapore in 1942 Buck travelled to Albury NSW to meet with
Brigadier D. V. J. Blake, concerning permission to establish an Everyman’s Recreation Centre at the soon
to be opened Bonegilla Camp, some fifteen kilometres east of Wodonga in Victoria. At the conclusion of
the meeting they had secured permission to build an Everyman’s Hut at Bonegilla, the first of its kind to
be set up on Australian soil in World War 11.

As Buck’s friend Keith Morgan noted, Buck ‘appealed to military officers right up to the top command
by his stature and upright manly bearing both in bodily bearing and speech’. Morgan continued: ‘He
was difficult to turn down because of his earnest, winsome, charismatic personality. This was only the
first of several encounters with military commanders in which Buck was able to persuade them to allow
Everyman’s personnel and huts on or near army camps.”

Everyman’s spread rapidly to many locations around Australia, including an Everywoman’s Hut, staffed
by evangelical women at Bandiana near Wodonga. Everyman’s tearooms were established in all the capital
cities, personnel who ran these huts and tearooms included Protestant ministers, missionaries who had
returned to Australia because of the war and countless male and female civilian volunteers.

Buck also turned his attention to a uniform for his new organization, the issue became urgent when
early in the war a sentry almost shot one of the Everywoman’s representatives one night at the Melbourne
Show Grounds because she looked ‘strange’ in her civilian attire. The final design in World War II was
a military cut uniform of grey-pink colour, which was like those worn by junior grade officers in the
army. Everyman’s personnel eventually appropriated officer status with the honorary rank of lieutenant.
Everyman’s was finally accredited by the military years later during the Korean War (1950-1953).
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LEN BUCK said in ‘1942’.....

“WE SHOULD BE OF A DEFINITE EVANGELISTIC CHARACTER”

An incident involving Ray Taylor (Evangelical Christian layman ) and Buck, illustrates Buck’s faith and
determination in establishing and maintaining Everyman’s witness among the troops. Taylor had been
conscripted in 1940 and sent to Townsville in 1942. Buck and Taylor hadmet in Melbourne before the war.
One afternoon in late 1942 Taylor saw Buck in Townsville who told him he had come to Townsville with its
huge encampment of Australian and American troops to establish an Everyman’s presence. He especially
wanted a Hut in the heart of the town and then other huts in the Atherton Tablelands where large numbers
of troops were training for deployment to New Guinea.

M--thmj-llmmh[\.-hnnlum

Buck went to the Brigadier commanding the unit in Townsville and talked him into releasing Taylor
to temporary duty under Buck’s supervision. Alex Gilchrist, a close friend of Buck’s who had joined
Everyman’s soon after the outbreak of war and was also posted to Townsville at this time, so Taylor, Buck
and Gilchrist constructed the hut. Buck also scrounged materials from various army units in the area and

several Allied troops joined in the construction efforts.

Two Everyman’s staffers eventually were assigned to the hut, and hundreds of soldiers found Christ as
saviour and many believers found a home away from home. Using the same methods that worked so well
in Townsville, Buck also established at least two Everyman’s huts in the Atherton Tablelands above Cairns,
where hundreds of other men and women were touched for Christ.
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Visit of Campaigners for Christ
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that this is recognised in official eclrcles
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WHAT CAN BE CONCLUDED FROM LEN BUCKS....
Leadership, Dedication and Godly Direction?

First, it illustrates again the extraordinary Power of Intercessory Prayer, second it exhibited the power
avaiable to present the Gospel that can generate from Everyday Citizens, such as those who supported
and partnered with the ‘Lay-Led Evangelical Movement’ that saturated Melbourne (1936-1940) with God’s
Love.

Their dedication and desire to present the truth of the Gospel swamped most areas of Australia, as they
shared the love of Jesus with thousands of Australian Service Men and Women, which also overflowed into
many overseas nations.

Len BUCK used his position as a leader of the Campaigner for Christ and finally as Commissioner of
Everyman’s Welfare Service to further his dream of sharing the gospel with Australian service men and
women during World War II, thereby setting up an organisation that would follow in his footsteps for many
years to come...

He used his spiritual and financial skills to establish and extend Everyman’s influence on the various
army camps in the country to a remarkable degree with this organisation touching the lives of thousands
of Diggers. In so doing, Buck’s leadership ability was tested many times, he was a
self-effacing man of firm faith and frequent prayer, which served him well... AMEN
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Celebrating Decades of supporting
Australian Defence personnel and their families §

Phone (2 BOSS 2088 www.everymans.org.au

BANDIANA BASE EVERYMAN’S RECREATION CENTRE

‘Everyman’s Welfare Service is not Government funded; we are a registered ‘Not for Profit Charity
Organisation’, at the same time still fully accredited by the Australian Defence Force (ADF). Meaning our
Reps not only serve on Australian soil but are also deployed overseas by the ADF. It could be said that our
Everyman’s Reps are a breed of their own. Since WW2 they have been motivated by the Love of God to
donate their time & effort unpaid, knowing their greatest benefit to the Australian Defence Force is the
genuine care they give to our troops and their families.




HOW DO WE CONNECT?

We connect through:

Twelve Everyman’s Recreation Centres on Australian Defence Bases
Ten Brew Trucks that we take out on “Brew Runs” and Military
Exercises with the Troops from the Northern Territory, SA, QLD,
NSW, ACT and VIC

We send out 1200 Everyman’s “On Patrol” Newletters 5 times per
year

We send out 400 “Prayer Notes” each month

Our “Everyman’s Vets” (EveryVets) meet monthly

We join our Troops Overseas

EVERYMAN’S WELFARE SERVICE IS A CHRISTIAN ORGANISATION WE
HELP ANYONE-REGARDLESS OF RELIGION, CREED OR CIRCUMSTANCES

RUN AMBERLEY BASE F

BREW

OUR EVERYMANS ‘BREW RUNS’... OUR DIGGERS JUST LOVE US!
OUR BREW TRUCKS ARE THE EVERYMAN’S FLAG SHIPS

We Serve our Troops On Defence Exercises Australia wide

We Share around the Brew Truck as occasion calls...

We Serve our troops on Army, Navy and Airforce bases in Australia
and Overseas

We Support ADF and ADF Organisations on Family Days

We Carry ADF Bibles, Daily Breads, Tracts, Defence Welfare
Literature and more...(All free of Charge)

JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE - HIS PERSONAL ONE ON ONE APPROACH
WE ARE BLESSED WITH TWO EARS & ONE MONTH-LISTEN BEFORE SPEAKING

PROBLEMS DETECTED: DRINKING, MARRIAGE, RELATIONSHIP, GAMBLING,
ADDICTIONS AND THE LIST GOES ON....

Job 12:11 “Does not the Ear Test Words....as The Tongue Tastes food?”
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Everyman s has 22 Reps on 12 Bases
Australia Wide
We Provide Drug/Alcohol free Recreational facilities at:

e Simpson Barracks, Melbourne

» Army Logistics Training Centre, Bandiana
» Army Logistics Training Centre, Bonegilla
o Army Recruit Training Centre Kapooka, Wagga
» Royal Military College Duntroon, Canberra
« HMAS Kuttabul, Sydney

e HQ 2nd Division, Randwick

« Land Warefare Training Centre, Canungra
e 2CER, Enoggera

e 8/9 Battalion, Enoggera

» 23 Squadron RAAF, Amberley

e Victoria Barracks, Brisbane

THIS ‘LET’S HAVE A SERVICE’ NEWLETTER WAS COMPILIED BY...JEFF GREENE
17TH JUNE 2020
On behalf of... EVERYMAN’S WELFARE SERVICE
jeffgreene@everymans.org.au
Acts: 4:11-12 “This Jesus is the stone you builders rejected, which has become the
cornerstone. Salvation exists in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given to men by which we must be saved.”
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M!J Yes Everyman’s! We want to support the great work you do supporting the
w— servicemen and women of the Australian Defence Force.

B0 o L= Emaili.cooiieceecececeeee e
ALAIESS. ..ttt ettt sttt st et s ettt e b e s et s a e st e Rt s A et e Rt et e Rt e s et e Rt e R et e Rt e s et eR e st e Rt sa et e Rt et et en e sentenessenteretenestentenens
SUDUID vttt ettt snene State............. P/Code............... PRODE. ..o,

Enclosed is our tax deductible gift of $

Please make your cheque or money order payable to EVERYMAN’S WELFARE SERVICE

To pay by Credit Card, please indicate whether: VISA |:| Mastercard |:|

Card Number CvVVv

(Last 3 digits on back)

Name 0n Card......c.cecereeecrneeneeincenenecneeneeeeeesesneaens Expiry Date.......... Lo, Signature.......ocvvvncninic
|:| General Support |:| Vehicle Replacement Project

Personal SUPPOIt fOr.......ccvveuiciriciriciricirciececee et naene
|:| This is a one time gift This is my/our donation: |:|Monthly |:|Quarterly |:|Annual

Please charge my card

Please send the following memorabilia (enter quantity in box):

|:|Dog Tags @ $15 |:|Pen@$5

Everyman’s Welfare Service | PO Box 8 | BANDIANA MILPO VIC 3694 | 02 6055 2988 | admin@everymans.org.au
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