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Remembering Bruce Townsend

Bruce Townsend CCOM Shane Lavell, SREP Ben & REP Claudia Ridley,
REP Jan Stevenson (Retd) and CCOM Bob Rogers (Retd)

Bruce was born in Peterborough, South Australia, in 1925. In 1939, the family moved to Adelaide. Bruce’s plans to study medicine
were curtailed when the family lost their father in a railway accident late that year. Shortly after his father’s funeral, Bruce and a mate
attended a Christian camp. There he was introduced to the good news about Jesus. Bruce decided to commit his life to Jesus and made
it his priority to tell others about him. Whenever he was teased, ridiculed or mocked, he quoted his motto, “Never give up or shut up'
till you’re taken up!”

As the eldest of four boys, Bruce had to leave school and get a job to help his mother and brothers. Early in 1940, he took a job at

a butter factory and studied accountancy at night school. He also became involved in work among other young people, sharing Jesus
with them.

In 1943, when he turned 18, Bruce enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force as a Pay Clerk. He was posted to No 2 Air
Navigation School at Nhill, Vic, and to HQ Laverton, Vic. Thinking flying was a better job, Bruce undertook training as a wireless
operator/navigator. However, aircrew was not for Bruce, and he returned to the role of Pay Clerk, with postings in Victoria and New
South Wales before an overseas posting to Borneo the day after the war ended! Bruce served in Dutch New Guinea (now Indonesia)
and New Guinea. In March, he returned to Australia and was discharged in April 1946.

Bruce applied to the Melbourne Bible Institute in Victoria to prepare for whatever God had in store for him. He graduated in
1950 and joined Everyman’s Welfare Service as a Welfare Representative, opening a new Everyman’s Hut at Puckapunyal, Victoria,
under the supervision of the late Senior Representative Ed Bentley. In 1946, Bruce had met a young lady named Josie, who followed
him to Melbourne. Later in 1950, they married and have been together for 75 years! Between 1950 and 1959, Bruce also served at
Wacol, Qld, and Ingleburn, NSW, with short stints at Kapooka, Ingleburn, Holdsworthy, NSW, and on field exercises.

In 1959, Bruce and Josie moved to serve with Campaigners for Christ’s civilian ministry in NSW, including planning and
involvement in the Billy Graham crusades. In 1965, Bruce and Josie returned to Adelaide after Bruce was appointed South Australian
Director of Campaigners for Christ. He served in that role until retiring in 1994. During this period, Bruce was an enthusiastic supporter
of Everyman’s, making regular visits to Woodside Barracks.

In retirement, Bruce was an active member of the Air Force Association (SA).

Bruce went to his reward on 16 March 2026, exactly 83 years after he enlisted in the RAAF.
Bruce will be remembered for his eagerness and enthusiasm for life, and for his keen faith in Jesus Christ. He was always
positive, always interested in other people, and remembered names, dates, and occasions. He was a good friend, mentor, and leader.

CCOM Bob Ro Retd,




From the CCOM's desk

As our team approaches the half time for the year, we do not take time out for /
drinks and oranges or a razz from the coach. It’s time to harness up, step off again |
and serve those who are training and preparing to serve us all. Richard Gibson is
currently deployed to Shoalwater Bay QLD, Warren Clarke and Troy Murphy are
in top gear supporting the 13-week recruit training program at Kapooka. David
Hodgens regularly supports our trainee logisticians and mechanical engineers 2
within the Wodonga and Puckapunyal field training areas. Ben and Claudia are 7
preparing for the second half after a break in Brazil. Brad Clarke, Bruce and /' *
Mercy Mabher are providing local support and hospitality to the RAAF community
at RAAF Base Amberley. As the dry season begins in the Top End, Leanne Dabitz ©
will be covering long distances to reach her local units in remote training areas.
Home in the “score box”, Chris is busy keeping home base covered. If you would Shane Lavell
like to be part of the action, we do have spare team jumpers ready to go — have a ccom
chat with the ultimate “Umpire” and listen for His Call!
We would also like to congratulate David Hodgens on his promotion to Senior Representative, in
recognition of his service and commitment to Everyman’s — well done David!

Let us be encouraged by the message found in John 10:1-10. Highlighting our listening skills - there is
a profound difference between listening and hearing. Sometimes we find ourselves victimised by the evil in
our world. However, our loving God invites us into a practice of discernment where we learn to recognise and
avoid the voice of our enemy who want to “steal, kill and destroy”. As we tune our ears to the voice of the Good
Shepherd, we can trust Him to lead us in life - life to the full. So, stay tuned to the “Good News channel”.

I would like to extend to you, a personal heartfelt thank you for your generous support as a partner in
action with us. Your prayers have sustained us in many ways and over many years, opening doors of opportunity
to serve within the Australian Defence Force (ADF) and partnering with Defence Chaplains. By doing so as
a Christian community, you are playing an active part in caring for ADF personnel, families and veterans -
extending Christ’s love, compassion and very importantly sharing a message hope and encouragement in the
uncertain times in which we live today.

As we move ahead, we cannot progress well, nor reach our full potential without your practical assistance.
So as the end of the financial year approaches, could I ask you to consider the ministry of Everyman’s in a practical
way by making use of our Tax Deductable status, supporting Everyman’s in a financial way before the 30th of
June 2026. Your contribution will greatly assist - covering the cost of running, maintaining and replacing our
vehicle fleet and equipment; administration; training and development. Plus, refreshments and snacks to share
with ADF personnel during extended field exercises and range practises, under all sort of arduous conditions.

CCOM Shane Lavell




SNRREP Kristian Kemper ACOMM Louise ADMIN Tammy Knights CCOMM Phil Marshall

served at Latchford Bonegilla  Hochwimmer served at ALTC ~ served at ALTC Bandiana served at 2HB Enoggera
2014 - 2025 Bandiana 2013-2026 Headquarters 2025-2026 2024-2026

CCOMM Phil Marshall

It was my joy to be able to serve with Phil Marshall over several years, both before and after his time as a chaplain with the
Federal police. Phil had the unique gift of being able to minister behind the truck to the soldiers,
as well as raise significant funds as National Relations Manager.

I always admired Phil’s tenacity in the early days of EWS reaching out to RSL’s nationwide. I remember him telling me how
he had worn the skin off his knuckles knocking on door after door, initially without response. However, eventually funds began to
trickle in and over time support from various RSL’s became a significant donation stream for our ministry. I have no doubt it was
Phil’s patience and endurance over the years that led to EWS’s good relationship with the RSL.

Phil was also instrumental in re-connecting many churches to EWS as well as serving for the last 18 months of his time with
EWS as our CCOMM.

We wish him and wife Jani God’s richest blessings in the new calling in ministry they have and remain thankful for their
many years of hard work and dedicated service.

ACOMM Lou Hochwimmer

I first met Lou in 2012. At the time she was seeking a role within a Christian mission organisation. I was very grateful to
former ACOMM Garry Rodham in identifying Lou as one who could potentially manage our office. When Lou joined Everyman’s,
the role we had originally asked her to undertake began to change and Lou demonstrated remarkable adaptability in taking on
different responsibilities. Legal compliance obligations under the ACNC made great demands on Lou’s role. With prayer and the
invaluable input of ACOMM George Thomas, Lou’s role was also reshaped to encompass financial administration.

Lou was always generous, giving much time to the ministry, even though her working days were nominally across three
days. We wish Lou and Bernie God’s richest blessings in their retirement, and plenty of days weeks and hours to catch up with
relatives both at home and overseas.

SNRREP Kristian Kemper

As CCOMM 1 was always grateful to have Kristian available to handle the demands for Brew Runs at ALTC, Puckapunyal and
beyond. Kristian also possessed some very valuable gifts which he applied to ministry. Kristian related well to ADF staff but
also had a good grasp on vehicles and was able to design and construct the canopy for the HQ Brew truck which incorporated gas
heated water, solar power for refrigeration, lighting and other needs, an onboard water supply and storage that equipped the truck
for extended field trips. In addition to looking after the Latchford recreation room and ALTC brew runs, Kristian also regularly
accompanied the Army Adventurous Training wing to places as far flung as Bega as well as down the Murray River on the mighty
Murray Paddle. His service during the 2020 bushfire emergency also saw him awarded the National Emergency Medal.

We wish Kristian and Chris every blessing in Kristian’s retirement, and hope they can enjoy much of Australia, as well as many

fulfilled building and vehicle projects into the future. Chris of course is still serving in the Everyman's Administration.
CCOMM Ken Matthews (Retd)

ADMIN Tammy Knights

People sometimes pass through for short periods of time and sadly, because of the busyness of life, they may be forgotten. Although
EWS has experienced several staff moves recently, our admin personnel, who are often somewhat overlooked, have a HUGE
impact. Without them EWS would not exist. One of those people was Tammy Knights. Although Tammy was only with us in an
official capacity for 14 months, she had a great impact. Tammy has graciously and unofficially been assisting Chris with many
hours of unpaid work since finishing up, which has been a great blessing.

We want to express our sincere thanks for the work that Tammy did with us, continues to do and look forward to hearing of the great
successes and victories she will enjoy in the future. Thank you Tammy, Bless ya

CCOMM Phil (Snowy) Marshall (Retd)




In recognition of David’s service and commitment to our
ministry amongst service members and families, he has been
appointed to the position of Senior Representative within
our ministry team. Recently a small gathering of staff and
our Bandiana prayer partner team were able to celebrate the
. occasion in Albury. David joined Everyman’s a little over
four years ago, now having a lead role serving units within
the Albury Wodonga Military Area, whilst ministering as
the Senior Pastor at Wodonga Baptist Church. In addition,
we have benefitted greatly by David’s contribution to the
development of some of our publications and promotional
material. Furthermore, David has been generous with his
time and professional gifts, providing pastoral care support
to our national team. Well done, David!
CCOM Shane Lavell and SREP David Hodgens

oin Our Ministry Team - we do have vacancies

. If you would like to consider becoming an Everyman’s Representative supporting Defence personnel, we
~ invite you to explore our Everyman’s Welfare Service web page: everymans.org.au - further information is
- available. Thank you for your interest.

Part-Time Finance Support Officer - Job Vacancy

Everyman’s Welfare Service, would like to invite expressions of interest in the following paid part time
position of Financial Support Officer (FSO) with our Everyman's administration team.

The successful applicant will initially be required to work 2 days per week; advancing to 3 days per week
as a possible option in the future. The position location is negotiable, however initial training and orientation
will be conducted at Gaza Ridge Barracks Bandiana, which is located adjacent to the city of Wodonga,
Victoria in the NSW/Victoria Riverina border district.

Experience is using Xero, Microsoft Office & Adobe applications would be highly desirable.

The position is paid under the Clerks — Private Sector Award [MA000002]. Remuneration and hours can
be negotiated, taking into account the successful candidate’s training and experience.

Please enquire via our email admin@everymans.org.au or by phone on 02 6053 5288 or 0494 391 728
Tuesday to Thursday.




ADF Certificate of Apprectiation

Congratulations to CCOMM Ken Matthews Ret'd who recently received a Certificate of Appreciation from
the Australain Defence Force over morning tea with the Chaplains and Everyman's HQ Staff.
Well deserved Ken.

COL Charmaine Benfield (Commandant of ALTC) COL Charmaine Benfield (Commandant of
presenting CCOMM Ken Matthews (Retd) with ALTC), CCOMM Ken Matthews (Retd) and
a Certificate of Appreciation Helen Matthews

AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE

Certificate of Appreciation

Presented o
Kenneth Mclnyre Marhews
Thits Cenificae of Appreciation is p d 8o C el i Kenneth Melstyne Matthews,

o your retirement from the Everyman’s Welfare Services, o mark your distinguished minisry of
service in suppor of the Ausiralinn Defence Fesce,

Since your sppointment 45 an Evoryman’s Welfare Sorvice Representative in November 1998, vou
have served with dedication in 8 sumber of p ingx. including iparnang the Head 3
Joimt Task Foree 633 Chaplancy Team for Operation ACCORDION in the United Arab Esmirstes,

Throsghoa this senvice you dedicated yoursell 10 mecting the Everyman's Welfare Services”
misson: to provide the Auwstralian Defence Force with o Christian-hased minisary in practical,
ensezional, ssd moral berms: and supported units and mcmbers ot all levels on base, im he Bebd, and
overseas. In dodng 50, you uphcld the fises traditions of the Evervman's Welfare Service.

I 2013 yom were appointed Chiel Commissicner of the Everyman's Welfare Sorvice and continsed
the: mission. Your diigon leadorship style, positive sttissde. motivation. and practical applicstion
of your expericnoe bas esbanced the quality of the Everyman’s Welfare Service's mission b the
Australian Defence Force:

Ilﬂ?tmisuppnm-'tr to thaek vou and ackiowlbodge your dedicated Christian-based ministry of
:‘:nn:r i the Everyman's Welfare Service since 1998 and notably in vour last 11 vears s Chiel
omisisioer,

O hehall of the Australian Defence Force, | congratulate you o your valued and exensplany
servicy, and wish you all the best in your retinesncnt

Ak N
Chiel of the D fence Force

©% December 2004




Out in the field

ACOM Richard Gibson supporting 7CSR

CCOM Shane Lavell & REP David
Hodgens at the 40th Anniversary the
Prince Philip Banner Parade

REP David Hodgens at the ADF
School Cookout.

More ways to give.....
It’s now possible to set up regular (or one-off)
Direct Giving from your own bank account straight into ours!
The details you need are:

'l\ ;ﬁl-ll_srrc'lun /'\‘“I)
BSB: 034-033 ( Nornesma | |

Account : 197255 “"‘) Commission '\\\tl(_g;

Title: Everymans Welfare Service
Reference: Your Name

Phone or email us at Headquarters if you’d like a tax deductible receipt.

Everyman’s Welfare Service
a company limited by guarantee

40th Anniversary the Prince Philip Banner Parade

National Headquarters
0494 391 728
admin@everymans.org.au

Box 10, Gaza Ridge Barracks
BANDIANA VIC 3691
www.everymans.org.au




/
W Yes Everyman’s! We want to support the great work you do supporting the

servicemen and women of the Australian Defence Force.

Welfare with Purpose

INAINC. .ttt ettt ettt Emaili..oooiiiiiii e
ALQATESS. ..ttt h ettt h e b e h e e bt e eh e e e h e e e bt e eh e e bt e eh e e eh e e eh e e eh e e e hteehe e eh et eht e eateeateeateeneeeateeabeeaneeaee
SUDUID ... State............. P/Code............... Phone......cocereeieeeeeeee e,
Enclosed is our tax deductible gift of §
Please use my/our donation to support:
General Operations Vehicle Replacement Project Personal Support for.........cceeveeerirenieieireeeeeeeee e
I/we would like to donate: Fortnightly Monthly Quarterly Annual This is a one-time gift
Please charge my credit card: Visa MasterCard
(Last 3 digits on back)
Card Number (O\AY
Name on card ........ooovviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiees Expiry Date: ........... Jovoviininn. SIGNATUTE: .eeveveenntiiie e eieaaeans
Direct Transfer BSB: 034 033 Acct: 197255  Title: Everymans Welfare Service  Ref: Your Name
Cheque or money order payable to EVERYMAN’S WELFARE SERVICE o
Mot-for- r<.>lfl s | |1 N
— "‘; ) {'_ar:':'ni:agi:m \:j /f'/

Everyman’s Welfare Service | PO Box 8 | BANDIANA MILPO VIC 3694 | 02 6053 5288 | admin@everymans.org.au



